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Congress was painting with a brush when it prohibited the acquisition of the whole or of
any part of the assets of another corporation, where the effect of such acquisition may be
substantially to lessen competition. the language is deliberately coached in general and
flexible terns. Its vague contours are characteristic of the antitrust statutes. it is a judicial
responsibility to contribute to the fashioning of a coherent body of substantive law out of
the congressional policy and language.... in these circumstances and, assuming arguendo
that the stature is reasonably susceptible of two interpretations, the court prefers the

.meaning that tends to effectuate the central purpose of the legislation
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